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What is Design Champion for Urban Spaces?
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This paper outlines the intention of this issue, which features Design Champions, with
describing the current situation regarding the urban design qualities in Japan. The problems
include lack of awareness of the value of good design, vertically divided administrative
organisations, and imbalance between Tokyo and rural cities in terms of human resources. As a
precedent in tackling those issues, this introduces briefly about CABE (The Commission for
Architecture and Built Environment, U.K.). It then discusses about design championing for
Japan's future (Part 1) and the need for local design champions (Part 2) with introducing each of
the authors in this issue.
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